Trends and Challenges Facing Women and Childern

TABLE OF CONTENTS

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS oottt ettt et e et e et e et e eseeesneeesneeens I
Implementing Organizations for SUIVEYS ...cccccccciiiioriiieeiiiiee e eiree e ereeeeireeeeeneas II
PREFACE ..ottt ettt et e et e et e et eetaeessbeensbeesabeesssaesnsaeenseeensaeesseens il
TABLE OF CONTENTS .ottt ettt ettt ettt et ste et e e sneeasnteesnneeenneeeas v
LIST OF TABLES ..ottt ettt ettt e et e et e e saeetbeessbeensseesssaesnseesnseesnsaeans VII
LIST OF GRAPHS ettt ettt e st e e X1
LIST OF MAPS oottt ettt et e et e e et e e beesteeestaeesaeesseessseensseennseens XVII
CHAPTER 1: INTRODUCTION ettt 1
BackgroUnd  ..oooooiiiice e e et e e et e e e satb e e e stbaeeeareeeanes 2
Surveys and Measurement ISSUES  ...ccoceeeceiiiiiiiiiieiiiiie e eiree et eeesirr e e eserreeeeeareeeeees 2
CHAPTER 2: CHARACTERISTICS OF HOUSEHOLDS AND WOMEN ... 5
Characteristics of Households — ......cocoiiiiiiiiii e 5
Characteristics of Reproductive Age WOmen  .....cccccviiiiiiiiniiiiniienieenee e 12
Summary of FINdINGS  .ooooiiiiiiiiiii e e 16
CHAPTER 3: FERTILITY oottt ettt ettt et e e 17
Fertility Levels and Trends  ....cccocooiioiiiiiiiiiicccie ettt sav e e saaree s 18
Median Age at First Intercourse, First Union, and First Birth  .................... 26
Percent Married or in a Consensual Union .........cccccoiiiiiiiiiiiiiieeeeeeee e 28
Birth INtEIVAlS oottt et e et 28
Reproductive Preferences  ..oooooiiiiciiii ittt et saree s 31
Summary of FINAINGS  .ooiiiiiiiiiiiiic ettt st e e tr e e e e trae e eeneeas 35
CHAPTER 4: FAMILY PLANNING oottt 37
Knowledge of Contraceptives — ..o.c.coiciieiiiiiiiiiiiiieiiieeee ettt 37
Current Use Of CONIACEPIIVES  .vereriiiiiiiiiiiiienieeiiee ettt ettt ettt et et e st e e 38
Source Of CONIACEPIIVES .eoiriiiiriiieiiiieiie ettt ettt ettt ettt et esaaeenaeees 46
Intention to Use Contraception Among NON-USEIS .......ccceeoueerieeriiieniieeniieeniieeenieeenieeenieees 48
Summary of FINAINES  .oocieiiiiiiiiiiie et 50
CHAPTER 5: SEXUAL AND CONTRACEPTIVE BEHAVIOR OF YOUNG ADULTS ... 51
First Sexual EXPEIICNCE  ..oiiiivciiiiiiiiiieiiiieeeiiiee e eiree e st e e irte e eere e e e siraeeesenreeessaseeesnnnees 52
Age at First Sexual Relation ......cccooiiiiiiiiiiiic e e e e 54
Use of Contraceptives at First Sexual INntercourse .........ccccoccevviieeeriieeercnveeeninnnnn. 57
Reasons for not Using Contraception at First Intercourse ............cocccccvviveenenennn, 58
Recent SEXUAL ACHIVILY ouviiiiiiiieiiiieeeiitieeeiireeeeireeeeireeeeserreesssrreeesssbeeessesaeeaseraeesssssessnssees 60
FIrst PrE@NANCY  cooviiiiiiiiiiiiiieeciiee ettt ettt e et e e e vt e e e iv e e e sttaeeesstbeeesatseeesssseeessssaesseneeas 62
SEX EAUCALION  1eeiiiiiiieii ettt ettt et e et e st e et e et e e tee e e e neeeeneeen 68
Summary of FINAINGS  veiiiiiiiiiiiiecce ettt e e e e saeb e e e 69

Table of Contents Vv



VI

Reproductive, Maternal, and Child Health in Central America

CHAPTER  6: HIV/AIDS ettt ettt ettt ettt et sbe e naeeenbee e 71
Knowledge of Gonorrhea and Syphilis oo 72
Knowledge of HIV/AIDS oottt 74
Means of Preventing the Transmission of HIV/AIDS .., 76
Knowledge and Use of the Test to Detect HIV e, 80
Stigma and DiSCTiMination  .oooiiiiiiiiiieiiie et 82
Knowledge and Use of Condoms oottt 84
Number of Sexual Partners in the Past 12 Months and the Use of Condoms ........ 86
Summary of Findin@s oo e 90

CHAPTER 7: Maternal Health ..ot 91
g 0 1 1 O O ¢TSRS 91
DELIVEIY CAI®  oiiiiiiiiieiiiiieeiiiee ettt e ettt e e streeestteeeestbeeeestbeeesstreeeassseeassssaeasssseessssseeesssseeessseeennes 95
Cesarean Births ..ottt et 100
POSEPAITUM CATE  ...eiiiiiieeiiiiieee et eee e ettt e e e e sttt e e e e e e sebaeeeeeessseraaeeeseassssaaeeseassssseeeesennnnes 101
Changes in the Use of Maternal Health Services .......cccoccovviiiiiiiiiiiiiiieeiiie e 102
Cervical Cancer SCIrEEMINEZ  ....ecccccieeeriiieeiierieeeritteeesrreeestreeestreeesereeesseseeessereesssssseessssseesssnees 102
Tetanus TOX0Id INJECHIONS  .iiiivciiiiiiiiieeiiieeeciiee e et e e et e e e bt e e e strbeeesebaeeesstseeesseseeessssaeessereeennes 103
Summary Of FINAINGS  .ooocoiiiiiiiii ettt e e et e e s tr e e e stb e e e eeraeeeeraeeennnns 104

CHAPTER 8: Infant and Child Mortality ....ccccccooiiiiiiiiiiiiiic e 105
Mortality DiIfferentialS — .......coociiiiiiiiiiiie e 108
Perinatal MOTEality  .ooooeiiiiiiiii et et e et e et e e et e e e nreee s 115
Summary of FINAINES  cooeeiiiiiiiiiie e e 117

CHAPTER 9: Child Health ..ot 119
Birth WEIZNE oot e e et e e s tr e e e satb e e e estbeeeestbaeessraeeessrbeeesarraeans 120
WEIL-BADY CATE  cvviiiiiiiiiiciiie ettt e et e et e e ettt e e e s tabeeasataeeessssaeessssaeessssaeeassseeennes 120
Child TMMUNIZALION  .eoeiieeieeiee ettt ettt et e s et e sne e e smteesnteesabeeenseeenseeeneeens 121
Prevalence and Treatment of Diarrhea and Acute Respiratory Infections ....................... 126
Summary 0f FINAINEZS  .oooooiiiiiiiiiii et e e st e e e s tr e e e ertraeeeseraeeenraee s 133

CHAPTER 10: Infant Feeding Practices and Nutrition Status of Children ............c...c...... 135
Breastfeeding  ....ooeeeoiiiiiiie ettt ettt e e e e et e e e ntteeeanbaeeeenraee s 135
Nutrition Status of Children ........cccoooiiiiiiii e e 138
Anemia in Children ......coooiiiiii ettt et e et e s 144
Anemia N MOTRETS  ..ooiiiiiiiiiiie et e e et e et e e e nees 148
Summary of FINAINGS  .oooouiiiiiiiii et 149

CHAPTER 11: Educational Status of Children Aged 7—14 Years .....ccccceevvevvveeenvreeensnennns 151
Summary Of FINAINGS  .ooocoiiiiiiiiiiiii ettt e e e ser e e e s tbe e e e traeeeeraeeennns 158

REFERENCES oottt ettt ettt ettt e st e e st e e et e e ssbeesebaesnsaeensaesnsaeensaeansseensneennsens 159
Reports Referenced in This DOCUMENT:  ....oooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiie ettt 159

Table of Contents



	Acknowledgements
	LIST OF TABLES
	LIST OF GRAPHS
	LIST OF MAPS
	Introduction
	Background
	Surveys and Measurement Issues

	Characteristics of Households and Women
	Characteristics of households
	Characteristics of reproductive age women
	 Summary of findings

	Fertility
	Fertility levels and trends
	Median age at first intercourse, first union, and first birth 
	Percent married or in a consensual union
	Birth intervals
	Reproductive preferences

	Family Planning
	Knowledge of contraceptives
	Current use of contraceptives
	 Source of contraceptives
	Intention to use contraception among nonusers
	Summary of findings

	Sexual and Contraceptive Behavior of Young Adults
	First sexual experience
	Age at first sexual relation
	Use of contraceptives at first sexual intercourse
	Reasons for not using contraception at first intercourse
	Recent sexual activity
	First pregnancy 
	Sex education
	Summary of findings

	HIV/AIDS
	Knowledge of gonorrhea and syphilis
	Knowledge of HIV/AIDS
	Means of preventing the transmission of HIV/AIDS
	Knowledge and use of the test to detect HIV
	Stigma and discrimination
	Knowledge and use of condoms
	Number of sexual partners in the past 12 months and the use of condoms
	Summary of findings

	Maternal Health
	Prenatal care
	Delivery care
	Cesarean births
	Postpartum care
	Changes in the use of maternal health services
	Cervical cancer screening
	Tetanus toxoid injections
	Summary of findings

	Infant and Child Mortality
	Mortality differentials
	Perinatal mortality
	Summary of findings

	Child Health
	Birth Weight
	Well-baby Care
	Child immunization
	Prevalence and treatment of diarrhea and acute respiratory infections
	Summary of findings

	Infant Feeding Practices and Nutrition Status of Children
	Breastfeeding
	Nutrition status of children
	Anemia in children
	Anemia in mothers
	Summary of findings

	Educational Status of Children Aged 7–14 Years
	Summary of findings
	Reports Referenced in This Document:


